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senger should have been sent to him. The Governor of India
had no business to receive embassies from Cambay. " Con-
sidering his message was for the Governor of India/* observed
Albuquerque, " it would be making a fool of him to pass
him on to you!" None the less, Duarte de Lemos stormed and
raged.

Albuquerque was patient with him, because he hoped to
take him and his squadron to Goa. The captain of the
Costa d'alem was sufficiently independent of the Governor
of India not to be compelled to serve outside his captaincy.
Albuquerque wanted to take everybody with him back to
Goa. When the fleet arrived from Portugal he proposed to
mobilize them all. But the chief captain, Gongalo de Sequeira,
did not see matters in that light. Theoretically the new-
comers agreed that it was desirable that Goa should be
conquered, but they did not consider that they were called
upon to help. There was not time, they said, to settle Goa
and get back to Cochin to load their ships and sail before
January. All sorts of delays might occur. They would leave
late and have to winter at Mo9ambique. They might even
be besieged and unable to leave at all, and what would
happen to the pepper then?

Goa was discussed in many councils. Albuquerque sat
through them patiently. His whole soul was bent on re-
capturing Goa, and for that reason he was anxious not to
arouse the spirit of contradition in anyone. He listened to
all they had to say, he did not argue overmuch, and refrained
from announcing his own decision till the last.

The situation had simplified itself in that the arrival of
the Soldan's fleet was found to be a false alarm. News
leaked through that this ruler was having trouble with
Damascus and Aleppo and was therefore unlikely to send
forces East that year, Diogo Mendes thereupon began to
agitate to be permitted to proceed at once. If Malacca
should prove too much for him he could always take on a
cargo at Sumatra or Pegu. There was capital invested in
his ships. The King and Queen were both interested. If